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Abstract: Rural Romania is a space with a strong spiritual and cultural imprint, where Christian

traditions are sacredly preserved and transmitted from generation to generation. Major religious
holidays such as the Nativity of the Lord and the Resurrection represent high points in the lives of rural
communities, but also special occasions for attracting tourists. This paper explores the impact of
religious traditions on rural tourism, analyzing the particularities of each major Christian
denomination in Romania, with an emphasis on the authenticity factor.
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development of sustainable religious tourism, but

also how these religious traditions influence the

perception of authenticity, contribute to the local * Conclusions

economy and determine specific forms of rural

tourism. The contribution of religious denominations to the
For the presented study, we used a combination of development of rural tourism is not uniform, but specific
qualitative and quantitative research methods and complementary: Orthodoxy preserves national identity
specific to the interdisciplinary approach in the field and promotes living traditions, Catholicism brings order,
of tourism, sociology, religion and rural multiculturalism and  spiritual  aesthetics, Neo-
development: secondary statistical analysis, content Protestantism introduces contemporary values of ethics,
analysis, comparative case study, motivational simplicity and sustainability.

typology. All these methods were used in a Fora coherent development of rural religious tourism, the

triangulated analysis framework, to ensure following are necessary: |
intersectional validation of the conclusions: -an integrative interfaith strategy that includes all branches

numerical data were contextualized through of Christianity; | |
qualitative observations; confessional differences - joint heritage and education projects;

were interpreted in parallel with real tourist - Promoting spiritual diversity as a tourist and identity

behaviors;  strategic recommendations were I&SOUICE.

formulated based on local realities and confessional 1his approach can transform rural religious tourism in the
dynamics. long term into a vector of social cohesion, sustainable

economic development and cultural preservation.
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